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j&n jlccount of the Culture , or Planting and Ordering of 
Saffron j by the Honourable Charles Howard, Ef quire. 

SJffron* heads planted in a black rich Sandy Mold, or in 
amixtSandy Land, between white and red, yields the 
greater ftore of Saffron. 

A Clay or Stiff-ground , be it never fo rich , produceth 
little Saffron 5 though increafe of Heads or Roots, if the 
Winter prove mild and dry; but the extremity of cold 
and moifture will rot them* So that the fineft light Sandy 
Mold, of an indifferent fatoefs is efteemed moft profitable. 

6 I Plough 
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Plough the Ground in the beginning of Afril, and lay ic 
very fmooth and level* 

About three weeks or a ihonth after , fpread upon every 
Acre twenty Loads of rotten Dung, and plough it in. 

At CMidfimer plough it again, and plant the Saffron 
heads in rows, every way , three Inches diftant one from 
another, and three Inches deep. 

The moft expedite way of planting, is to make a Trench 
the whole length of the Field, three Inches deep with a 
Spit-fliovel. 

The Spit-fliovel is to be made of a thin ftreight Iron ten 
Inches long, and five Inches broad, with a Socket in the 
fide of it to put a flaff or handle. Lay the Saffron-heads 
three Inchesdiftant in the Trench, and with the Shovel fpit 
up three inches of Earth upon them. 

Obferve this order in planting of whole Fields , where- 
by the Heads will lie every wayr three inches fquare one 
from another. Only Paths or Shallow trenches are to be 
left two or three yards afunder , which ferve every year to 
lay the Weeds to rot,that are to be weeded and pared off the 
ground. 

Asfoon as the Heads begin to flioot or fpeer within the 
ground (which is ufually a fortnight before Michaelmas) 
howg or pare the ground all over very thin: and rake 
lightly all the Weeds and Grafs very clean , Jeft itchoak 
the Flowers, which will foon after appear; and are then 
to be gathered, and the Saffron to be picked and dried for 
ufe. 

The Ground muft be very carefully fenced from Sheep 
orGattel, which by treading break the Saffron graft , and 
make the chives come up finalJ. 

In&ttay the Saffron -graCs will be quite withered away, 
after which, the Weeds and Grafs the ground produceth 
may be cut or mowed off from time to time to feed Cattel 
till about Michaelmas^ at which time the Heads- will begin 
to fpeer within the ground. 

Then howejpare and rake the Ground clean,as before, for 
afecondcrop. The like directions arc to be obferved the 
next year for a third crop* 
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The Midfomer following dig up all the S^-w heads, 
and plant them again in another new Ground {dunged and 
ordered as aforcfaid) wherein no Saffron hath been planted* 
at Ieaft not within feven years. 

The Flowers are to be gathered as foon as they come up, 
before they are full blown, whether wet or dry. 

Pick out the chives clean from the fliells or flowers 5 and 
fprinkle them two or three fingers thick, very equally, on 
a double Saffr m^ptr. Lay this on the Hair.cloth of the 
S^0#« Kiln, and cover it with two or more Saffron-papers^ 
a piece of Woolen-cloth or thick Bays, and a GuQiion of 
Canvasor Sack-cloth filled with Barley-ftraw, whereon lay 
theKiln-board, 

Put into the Kiln clean, throughly kindled Char-coal, 
Oven-coals, or the like , keeping it fo hot that you cm 
hardly endure your fingers between the Paper and the Hair- 
cloth. 

After an hour or more turn in the edges of the cake with 
a Knife, and loofen it from the paper. If it ftick faft, wee 
theoutfideof the paper with a feather dip'd in Beer , and 
then dry the papers* Turn the cake, that both fides may 
be of a colour* 

If it ftick again to the paper loofen it , and then dry it 
wirt* a very gentle heat , with the addition of a quarter of 
xooL weight laid upon the Kiln- board. 

The Saffron-cdkt being fufficiently dry'd is fit for ufe 3 and 
will laft good many years, being wrapt up and kept clofe. 

The beft Saffronls, that which confifts of the thickefland 
fliorteft chives , of a high* red and Jfhining colour, both 
without and withir>alike. 

Saffron is oftentimes burnt, and in knots , fpottedand 
mixed with the yellows that are within the (hells. 

It's ufuallyobferv*d,that one Acre doth yield, at the leaft* 
12 pounds of good Saffron one year with another, andfome 
years 20 pounds. 

Good Saffron is ftldom or never fold at fo low a 
rate as 30 (hillings per pound , frequently at three pounds 
per pound, and up ward* Wherefore one Acre bearing 12 
pounds at 40 fhiilings the pound, cometh to 24 pounds pet 
annum. 6 I 2 The 
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The gathering and picking of one pound of Saffron is 
worth one ftilling, which cooieth to twelve fhillings ftr 

Acre. 

The Fire and care of drying may come to schillings more^ 
At 6 pence the pound ; which is in all 1 5 Shillings. 

The Grafs that is mowed and cut off the ground for the 
ufe of Cattel, will be very near worch as nmch as will coun* 
tervail the picking and drying the Saffron; the Soy] being 
inrich'dnot only by the Dung, but the Saffron it felf, as ap- 
pears by the rich crops the ground yields for feveral years 
after without any other manuring or improvement. 

Sixteen Qaaners of Saffron heads are fufificient to plant 
one Acre. A Quarter of thefe Heads is ufuaily fold in the 
place for lofhillings, which comes to 8 pounds^r Acre. 

Twenty Loads of rotten Dung laid on the ground,, may 
be worth 40 (hillings at 1 2 pence a Load for the Dung, and 
as much for carnage into the Field. 

For thrice ploughing the ground 20 (hillings* 

For planting the Heads about 4 pounds. Which in the 
whole makes 14 pounds, the charges of planting an Acre, 
which will bear three crops. 

So that all things reafonably computed it appears, that 
anAcreof Saffron w\\\ be worth, notwithftanding all cafu- 
aitie?, one year with another, over and above the 14 poirfids 
charges, for r he firft years planting fat the leaft) 20 pounds 
per annum, Befides the great increafe of the Saffron -heads, 
which will be as three for one, 

Ike Kiln. 

It confifts of an Oaken* Framejathed on every fide,twelve 
inches fquare in the bottom,, two foot high > and two foot 
fquare at the top j- upon which is nailed a Hair- cloth > and 
ftrained hard by wedges drove into thefidesja fquare Board 
and a Weight to prefs it down, weighing about a quarter of 
a> hundred. 

The infides of the Kiln cover'd all over with the ftrongeft 
Potters- clay, very well wrought with a little Sand, a little 
#boye two inches thick. 

The 



(949/ 

Tfie bottom muft be lined with Glay four or five inches 
thick, which is the Hearth to lay the fire on : level where- 
with is tobemade a little hole to put the Fire, The outfide 
may b&plaifter'd all over with Lime and Hair. 



A Relation of the Tinn- Mines, and working of Tmwin thi 
County of Cornwal ; by Dr. Chriftopher Merret, 

T He Stones from which Tin* is wrought are fometimes 
found a foot ortwobeiow she furface of the Earth 







but moft ufually betwixt two walls of Rocks (which are 
commonly of an Iron colour, of little or no affinity with 
the Tinn) in aVein or Load (as the Miners call it) betwixt 
4 and 18 Inches broad, or thereabout. 

Some fay, the Load runs North and South: but in truth 
it runsEaft and Weft, and all other ways with very great* 

variety. 

Sometimes there is a rich and fat Metal ; fometimes hungry 
andftarved; fonietimes nothing but a droflle fubfiance, not 
purely Earth, nor Stone, nor Metal ; but a little refembling 
the rejefted Cyndcrs of a Smiths Forge; appearing fome- 
times of a more flounftnng colour tending to Carnation ; 
and fometimes more umbratiie : and where this is found, the 
Miners judge the Metal to be ripe. 

The Pitj are 40,, $0;, and fometimes 60 Fathoms deep, 

and more. 

The Load being very rich and good, above that is ten 

fathoms from the g'afs, or thereabouts. And below that, 
there's a ftrange cavity or empty place, wherein is nothing 
but Air for many fathoms deep, as the Miners have tried 
with long Poles and Pikes. This cavity lies between hard 
Stony walls, diftant one from another about fix or nine In- 
ches. The Labourers tell ftories of Sprightsor fmai! Peo- 
ple, as they call them: and that when the Damp arifeth 
from the fubterraneal Vaults,- they hear ftrange noifes 3 hor- 
rid knocking^and fearful hammerings. Thefe Damps ren- 
der many lame, and kill others outright* without any vifible 

hurt upon theoi*. 

The 



